Critical studies have confirmed it as Gymnema khandalense. The specimens have also been compared with the specimens housed in the herbarium of Kerala Forest Research Institute, (KFRI), Peechi. This species was so far known only from the type locality in the Khandala forests of Western Ghats in Maharashtra collected by Santapau in 1944-45 . After a period of 34 years, Kothari and Moorthy could collect the plant in 1979 from Raigad District of Maharashtra State. Sasidharan (1996) reported this species from Vazhachal forests of Thrissur District, Kerala, extending its distribution further towards southern Western Ghats, which clearly shows its disjunct distribution and a new report from south India. Nayar and Sastry (1990) included this species in the Red Data Book of Indian Plants and placed it under rare and threatened category. A brief description with ecological notes is provided for better understanding of this endemic and little known taxon. Sant., Kew Bull. 1948 : 486. 1949 Description: Large climbing shrubs; mature stem corky, ca. 6cm in diameter; young stem lenticellate and tender stem pubescent. The latex is milky white when cut. Leaves opposite, broadly elliptic-ovate, acute-acuminate at apex, truncate at base, subcoriaceous, densely tomentose below and sparsely above, 8-12.5 x 5-8cm; lateral nerves five or six pairs; petiole terete, densely tomentose, 3-3.5cm long. Flowers slightly fragrant, puberulous, in axillary umbellate cymes, 0.8-1cm; peduncles ca. 1 cm long; pedicel about 0.7cm long. Calyx lobes oblong, acute, yellowish-green, 1-1.2mm long, outer surface and margins pubescent. Corolla yellow, campanulate, to 3-3.5 x 1-1.2mm; lobes fleshy, triangular, prominently pubescent on inner surface and ciliolate along margins. Corona of five hairy, fleshy processes arising from and adnate to the corolla tube, alternating with the corolla lobes. Ridges of the corona slightly protruding the corolla tube. Translators five, ca. 0.3mm the pollinia yellow and the corpusculum red. Gynostegium about 2mm long. Jagtap and Singh (1999) did not mention the presence of this species in Kerala and named this species as Bidaria khandalense (Sant.) Jagtap & Singh. Critical study of the floral characters shows that the key is representative to Gymnema and not to Bidaria (In Gymnema flowers, the fleshy coronal ridges are produced beyond the sinus of corolla lobes and pubescence of internode is not in two lines whereas these characters are opposite for Bidaria). This species is easily recognised by its ex-foliating stem bark, which is unique with golden hairs prominent below the leaves. Swarupanandhan collected the plant from Moozhiyar forest of Kollam District 314A (Ecological Number) 1981 and kept unidentified for a longtime due to the absence of flowers (vegetative condition). Sasidharan has recorded only one plant from Vazhachal (5497, 04.xi.1989 ca. 325m), which is currently under threat due to the proposed dam construction. According to him, the flowering is so sporadic that the plant flowered only once in five years and also it is very common in Nelliyampathi forest of Palakkad District. We observed only three mature individuals. In the course of this research study, some spiders were also collected. A list of the identified spiders is provided.
Gymnema khandalense
A review of available literature and the draft management plan of PTR reveals that nothing substantial is known about the spider fauna of PTR. Hence, the species listed in Table 1 are first records to the fauna of PTR. The identification was based on a small collection of spiders and due to this, the status of each species could not be determined. Approximately, 50% species were found to be previously undescribed and hence, identified to generic level only. Family Araneidae was found to be the dominant group with 10 species under four genera while families Hersilidae and Agelenidae were represented by only one species. The numbers of genera and species represented by each family are listed in Table 2 . 
